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SELECTION OF THE COUNTY SEAT
OR SEAT OF JUSTICE,
In pursuance of an Act of the General Assembly, we the Com-
ners appointed for the purpose of viewing a suiltable and fit place
2e Seal of Justice for the County of Pocahontas, have agreed to
> the Seat of Justice for saiad County, on the land of John Bradshaw
an old barn stands in his peach orchard this £&® 6th day of larch,
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Abraham McNeel
John Bradshaw
James Tallman
John Jordin

Jacob Warwick
John Baseter.




2ok 'y
%<~Ar \%5§_0u%r‘u
,t>~£>5
FORMATION oF POCAHONTAS COUNTY.

~

In the month of March, 1821, the general_assembly of

Virginia passed a bill entitled "An Act to provide for the for- ot
1 B Yy out of parts of Bath, Pendleton and Randolph!

bill defined the boundaries of the new county,

. In 1824 the southern boundary
line was changed, and 60 equare miles was teken from Greenbrier,tigus
lncreasing the area to 820 miles, its present ‘area. The same sec n
algo declared that the new county should be atyl?d and known as oy
Pocahontas, in memory of, and in honor of the Indian princess of a

name. Another section named the place and fixed the time at which
the first Court should be held.

THE FIRST COUNTY COURT.

¢

In conformity with the befor
County Court ever held for Pocahontas County, convened at the home
of John Bradshaw, at what 1s now the village of Huntersville, on the

oth day of March, 1822, the day appointed for that Purpoee. The fol-
lowing justices of the peace,

excellency, Thomas Mann Randolph
Virginia, namely: John Jordan, William Poage,

Robert Gay, George Poage, Ben jamin Tallman, John Baxter and George »
Burner. John Baxter qualified the Court, each member of which took-

/A the oath of office, the oath of Tfidelity to the Commonwealth, the
. oath to support the
at

‘ L . » and the oath |,
agalnet dueling, William Poage then in’turn administered the geveral

clared open for the trans-
properly come before it.

€ mentloned act, the first

Jr., James Tallman,

ir

John Jordan the om the Governor
i appointing him high she

Tiff of the county, after which he gave bond :
in the penalty of $30,000, with Abraham McNeél ang Iaaac.McNegl-np'haq,
bondsmen, and took the several oathg \ ; '

law. Josiah Beard
¥as then appointed clerk and with Thomag Bearﬂ1:ﬁeer5§ﬂ7J»t
Poage and Jameg Tallman entered into a bond of $3,000, took th ~oaths
and at once entered upon !

%as then appointed att °f hls duties. John Reyno
Ppolnted attorney for the commonwealth. He at once %o
oathe ang entered y : once taqk‘

T his dGuties, Sampson L,
Proper person to €xecute the off

then a ointed constable
llrict (Little Levels) 1t being - v

88 & portion of Bath @
William licNeel ana RDB&#*
is Securitieg, Then James C con
let calleg "Heag bt (now Groiates Die

e, r" (now Greenbanik Dis
N lam Slaven ang Samuel Hogset
G art N the penalt of §

erior ang Buperior gq
i 8 of the Commonwealth, wer:

penmit:ed o practice law in the courts of the’ct3%9
1 a6 journeg until 1o A, M. the next day,
llarah 51, : Lt : X *

he gg

. . .




.iStices present except Robert Gay. Jon
had qualified as high eheriff,
son, Johnathan, be appoin
court being of the opinio

n Jordan, who the cday before
came into court and asked that his

ted as his deputy and th

€ record says: "The
n that the gaig Johnatha

n Jordan is a man of '
onesty, probity and good demeanor, and he 1s therefore permitted to '
1uallfy; whereupon he took the several ocaths.! Tne court then proceeded
a

ppoint overseers or surveyors of
e ot

pective, within the county and th

g€ of the highways and thoroughfares through the mountaine of what
years before had been the w

Callison, William Edmiston, John Hill, John Cochran, Alexander

Wadell, John McNeel (Little JohnS, Robert Moore, Martin Dilley, Benjamin

Arbogast, William Sharp, William Hartmen, and Joseph Wolfenbarger.

Robert Gay was then appolnted commissioner of the revenue; whereupon he

came into court, and with William Cackley and John Baxter entered into

& bond in the penalty of $1,000, efter which he took the several oaths
required by law.

< : ]
the various roads, completed and
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The court then pProceeded to organize the county militia,as
& part of the military establishment of the State. The following named
persons were named as "fit ang proper" to fill the respective offices,
and the governor and councill requested to appoint the same: John Baxter
Tor colonel commandant of the county of Pocahontas; Benjamin Tallman
Tor the office of lieutenant colonel; William Blair for major; Boone
Tallman, William Arbogast, Henry Herold, Isaac Moore, and Milburn Hughes,
captains; Andrew G. lHathews, Robert Warwick, William Morgan, William

Young and James Rhea, for lieutenants; Jacob Slaven, James Wanless,
Samuel Young, and James Callison, for ensigns.

Abraham lMcNeel w ied
able person to discharge the
vapg granted to Travis W. Perk
thus became the Tirst hotel p
lathews, Thomas Hill, John Slaven, James Callison, William Edmiston,
John Gilliland, William Cackley, Samuel Cummings, John Bradshaw, Joseph
loore, Patrick Burfee, James Waugh and James Sharp were e :
ded as suitable pPersons to be appointed Justices of the pe
court having put both the civil ang military machinery in complete
running order, adjourned, '

named bersons: Samuel Dougherty, foreman, Jdan_'f
- Johnson, Joseph Freed, James Grimes, James Bri
enry Herold, James Lewls, John Grimes, Morris Hug

iston Samuel H tt
UeNeel, John ’ ogsetl, James McN
Seabord . toore, Lanty
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OTHER EARLY SETTLERS ,

Other early settlers 4in Pocahontas County were Thomas Drennin,

lLllam Sharp, Robert Moore, John Johnson, Thomae Johnson, Robert Gay,
111llam Poage, Patrick Slaterly, Robert Duffie, Thomas Brock, Lawrence
Lrennin and John Smith, who settled in what 1s now Edray Districg.
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James Lewis, Alexander Waddell, James Brinnell, John SWltZET,
Richard H111, William Clendenen, Abraham UcNeel, Nathaniel rennison,
William Kennison, David Kennison

1“

n, Joslah Beard, Thomas Beard and John
Beard, who settléd i# vhat 1e now Little Levels District.
Coy .
- In Greenbank District the earliest settlements were made Just
ey Prior to the Revolutidnary War and the Tfamily name of some of the
Tor fettlere who owned land in the Greenbenk District between the years
o 1770 and 1799, were Gillispie, Given, licKeamye, Tallman, Townsend,
.‘.J‘.'g: .I‘-", M

loore, Rucker, Hartman, Ingram, Jarvis, Warwick, Duncan, Sloan, McCartee,

vartmill, Taylor, Conrad, Kerney, Coberly, Nottingham, Rumbaugh, Core}aug;,
Munson, Griffin, Wooddell, Lamb, Trimble, Kerr, Patton, Galligher, Galford,

nggins,_Klncaid, Donovan, Mackley, Armstrong, Dysard, Taber, Tackett,
Sutton and others not mentioned in khe records. Many of
disappeared from

p

these names have

the citizenship of the county, yet there r'emaine the
Tallmans, Warwicks, Taylors, Conrads, Nottlnghamg, Wooddells, Kerrs,
Galfords, and Suttons . substantial citizens of the county.
ch These pioneers, regardless of where they settled, had to live in a
3, Very simple and rough way. Their houses were bu;lt W}th logﬁ hewn ana
ha well notched down, covered With clap boards held on by welght poles, no
L nails were used in putting on the roof as all neils at that time were
127, made in blacksmith shops east of the Alleghenies and the Qemand so gren@
' that they were not obtainable west of the mountains. The floors were made
' pe of puncheons; that is logs split in slabs ana dreesed smoothe With an adz,
Frequently big slabs were used for tables and three legged stools Tfor
%, chaire and peffs in the valls for wardrobes, and the sige walls were full
Of portholes for the purpose of defense againet the Indians. Every home
a4 PoSsessed a shop made rifle. which w

useful article about the home. -

48 considered the most valuable and
The dress of men consisted of a T
lay fringed hunting shirt.

ur cap, moccasins, pants and a
Only the si

mplest ways of living were possible.
The women workeg hard from morning until night ana the men had many thinge
he to do. No hours were spent in ldlenees; there were lands to be cleared;
‘ Crops to be raised ang harvested, game to be killed and the higes to be
r dressed. There ig Teason to believe, however, that these Ploneers were
" & contented and happy people. They were all on equal footing, soclally
and financially ang ¥ere a neighborly, help ful people towards each other.
2

Besides the hardshi

P& of ‘the early settlers in establishing their
homes, it wag necessary to
and to have all

keep a constant lookout for hostile Indians
' neans of defense ready in case of a sudden attack. The
I““1§“B wer deceitful that only the closest watchfu
eaved the settlers from danger andg death. In Greenbank District a
k Fort. Women and boys were taken to this
he use of a gun’ so that they would be prepared to

their homeg Were attacked. While there 19:“¢'
?1story on the Subject, 1t 15 a -

Suspense unt

1l the Indians were driven from
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= 2 lal advance-
Greenbank Distrioet probably took the lead 1ny1223§3£1ty vags owned
Tiret Tub M111 and 8aw Mill in the Greenbank w oédell the Rev-
t Ly the pioneer Wooddells; probably Joseph Wood ] A

: : : - Ingram ana
* veteran, wi o ed on the lands of Abraham
i eran, who settle June 13th,

developed
for this mill. The lumber that finlehed the old Colonial

ed on this mill
A Tilt Hammer vas
ploneereg in making

Cartmill conveyed hie land to Abraham Ingram on
Al conveyed to Wooddell about 1800. Ingram may have

. Power
1 house of Jacob Warvick's at Clover Lick was aaw
furnished by Mr. Wooddell about 120 years ago.
ed at this mill which was greatly needed by the

‘.




